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to the company. He was most popular in the
Manchester district.

It is interesting to mention that our first chairman

as also the father of R. M. Groves, one of the best
officers the Navy ever allowed to go into the Royal
Naval Air Service. He was killed flying in Egypt
where he was an Air Commodore in the Royal Air
Force, after the War. Then a daughter of Mr. Groves
is the wife of Air Vice-Marshal F. C. Halahan. Thus
the Groves family as a whole have been closely identified
with the development of flying from the early days.

R. J. Parrott, who had come to me as my first
draughtsman, was with us through all the strenuous
years both of early development and throughout the
War and after. He became in due course the general
manager.

Then there was Roy Chad wick, who joined me as
personal assistant towards the end of 1911. He came
straight from school to the drawing office where he
quickly showed his aptitude for design work. To-day
he is the chief designer of the firm. He has shared,
and also disputed, my views on design since he joined
us. In 1914 he became our chief draughtsman, and
was officially appointed chief designer just after the
War. Thus he has been, responsible for all the ' Avro '
machines since then, and has pioneered many original
conceptions. Amongst these are included the little
* Avro' baby, the first successful light aeroplane, and
the 'Ava' of 1923, which was the largest all-steel
aeroplane built up to that time. He also designed
some of the first stressed-skin aeroplanes to be built
in Britain, such as the ' Avocet' and the ' Antelope.'
In recent times Roy Chadwick designed the 'Anson'
which was the first machine of the modern formula
(low-wing, twin-engined monoplane with retractable
under-carriage) to go into quantity production for the
Royal Air Force.